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INTRODUCTION  

 
At this time of transition, we seek guidance on our 
path together.  
 
We love our church ñ the weathered limestone and 
dark wood of the sanctuary and the welcoming light 
and space of our newly renovated and enlarged 
parish house. We love the variety embodied in our 
three Sunday services, the balanced formality of our 
liturgy, the inspiration of our music, and the easy 
give and take of our work together. Even so, we 
resist complacency.  
 
We seek a new rector to help us come to a deeper 
sense of what faith means in our daily lives. We 
want to understand how a Christian perspective can 
lead us through the personal challenges we 
inevitably face, as well as the many difficult social 
issues that surround us. In a world where the rules 
appear to change almost daily, we seek direction but 
not dictates, enlightenment rather than dogma. We 
want to know how prayer and patience can keep us 
not only from foundering, but also from the bigotry 
of extremes.  
 
Calvary is blessed with a sturdy foundation, but 
there is much we long to build. Because we love our 
church, we hope for more from it ñ and from 
ourselves. We yearn for spiritual depth and the gifts 
that flow from it: energy, openness, and the will to 
forge a stronger sense of Christian community in 
our relationships with each other. We want a 
passionate worship that helps us reconnect to the 
faith of our fathers and mothers. We hope to shed 
our reticence and reserve and all the barriers of 
clique and class so that newcomers ñ especially 
young newcomers ñ see in us a more direct 
expression of Christõs welcoming love. We want to 
invigorate our youth programs to attract and 
nurture the next generation of Episcopalians, even 
as we continue to honor and rely on the experience 
and wisdom of our elders. We look for  a new rector 
to expand our lay leadership. And we seek a vision 
that not only points a way for our congregation, but 
also tells newcomers and church seekers what they 
can expect if they decide to join with us. We believe 
that we must talk together and serve together as 
well as break bread together.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Calvary has stood at the corner of Ninth and Locust 
for over 100 years, but our church is much more 
than bricks and stone. It is the living, breathing body 
of Christ in downtown Columbia. We seek a rector 
who can empower parishioners of all ages to go out 
and do the work God has given us to do, to love and 
serve as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord ñ both 
in Columbia and beyond.  
 
At Calvary we value tradition, but we also 
understand that our life in Christ  and the cross is 
always now, not in the past or in some remote 
future. And we want to live that life now ñ and we 
willéwith Godõs help.  
 
 




